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Why Children 
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Love the Bible 


NumBer 10 


By Jessie Dell Crawford 
Assistant Professor of Religious Education, New York University 


HRISTMAS morning! Stockings had 
been emptied by the children. Around 

the tree the family had gathered and shared 
their love in gifts: toys, books, games, a new 
radio, needed clothing. Each in rapid succes- 
sion had been exclaimed over, looked at, ad- 
mired, and tried. At last Mother said, “And 
now for Christmas breakfast.” Rachel played 
on the piano “Joy to the world, the Lord has 
come” as the family gathered around the table. 
They sang it. Then Father said, “And now for 
our real Christmas stories this morning.” 
“Oh!” said Jack, 
and in a second 
he was back at 
the table with 
one of his gifts: 
a beautiful black 
Bible with shin- 
ing gold edges, a 
Christmas gift 
from his father. 
“Yes, Jack, you 
may read the 
story of the Wise 
Men from Mat- 
thew,” said his 
father, “And 
we'll all recite 
the story of the 
shepherds, for 
we know that,” 
added Rachel. 
After brief prayers, they all sang “O little town 
of Bethlehem.” Then came Christmas break fast. 
Jack, like other boys and girls, is proud of 
his Bible. To begin with, it was a gift from his 
father, and the first new Bible to be his very 
own. More than that, Jack knew that in it 
were many stories he had been told since he 
was a little boy: stories of the birth of Jesus, 
stories of David and Daniel, Peter and Paul; 
stories Jesus told. There were verses in it too 
which he had learned by heart. One night, 


LISTENING TO THE WORLD’S MOST INTERESTING BOOK 


soon after Christmas, Father and Jack with his 
Bible sat together at the dining-room table; for 
Jack wanted to know where to find some of the 
Bible stories he knew. Father showed him 
how to find the stories and helped him write 
out a list of the stories and the Biblical refer- 
ences. Sometimes when the story was very 
long, Father gave him several passages so as to 
omit the less important details. Then Father 
suggested several other stories he knew Jack 
would like. 

Children love beauty of sound, rhythm, and 
repetition, They 
enjoy beauty of 
well-chosen 
words which ap- 
peal to things 
they know and 
have seen. Due 
to these, children 
enjoy many of 
Chesgisaltic sam 
small boy of six 
when hearing the 
verse— 

Enter into his gates 
with thanksgiy- 
ing, 

And into his courts 
with praise, 


Sel SE 4 
again.” Again 
and again he 
asked to have it repeated. When asked 
“why?” he replied, “I like the way it sounds.” 
Psalm 28, which children often call the Thun- 
derstorm Psalm, appeals to beauty of sound 
and rhythm as well as imagery. They feel the 
force and strength of the storm, the beating of 
the wind and rain. They hear the thunder, see 
lightning, and the trees bending and breaking 
in the wind. They also feel the power and 
strength of Jehovah. Hebrew poetry provides 
so much of repetition and amplification of 
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thought, that children find psalms such as 96, 
136, 148, 150 particularly interesting. Then, 
in some of the psalms, there are many things 
with which children are familiar: mountains, 
hills, music, singing, the earth, the world. Back 
of all these, children feel the strength of God, 
man’s trust in God, his reverence and awe of 
God, because the psalmists of old put their 
faith and trust in Jehovah. 

Little children enjoy the stories of the Bible if 
some one reads them aloud, recites them or tells 
them. Though the child learns to read in the 
first grades in school, he has not acquired ability 
to read difficult material like the Bible. He is, 
therefore, dependent upon others for the begin- 
ning of his appreciation of the Bible and its 
contents. Boys and girls, however, who have 
mastered the technique of reading in school, 
read to find out information, read for enjoy- 
ment. They then are able to read for them- 
selves with some guidance in selection of ma- 
terial. However, like other great literature, 
many passages rich in sound and rhythm are 
more greatly enjoyed when read aloud. 

To older children the Bible finds a place in 
many things of life. Ancient history in school 
is supplemented by the Bible stories at home. 
Archeological explorations bring new and vi- 
talized meanings. One evening, discussion ran 
high at the dinner table in a home. The chil- 
dren had seen Dr. Breasted’s wonderful motion 
picture, “Man’s Great Adventure.” They had 
seen with their own eyes the discovery and the 
uncovering of old Biblical places. Some of the 
stories of conquests they did not know. They 
had never before thought of the growth of civ- 
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“It is a library and a picture gallery. It is a history and a geography. 
It sings and it preaches and it prays. It can be either big or little, cheap or 
dear. It educates the learned, yet it delights the simple heart. It has inside 
it picnics, battles, kings, and shepherd boys. It speaks many languages and 
travels all over the world. It is a best seller, yet it is bought more often to 
be given to another person than to be used by ourselves. It has been burned 
to ashes, and cut up with penknives, but it still goes on. It begins in a 
garden and ends in the New Jerusalem, and it has the story of a little baby 
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ilization as being found in the ruins of cities. 
So at dinner much was told about these old 
Bible stories, and many questions were asked; 
and at last the Bible was brought out, and 
stories were looked up and found. To these 
children, those stories in the Bible came into 
actual life in a more vivid way than ever be- 
fore, because the work of the archeologist made 
real the things of the long-ago Biblical times. 

It was Sunday afternoon. A mother and her 
three children sat on the floor. In the mother’s 
lap was a large, old book—Picturesque Pales- 
tine. The two older children had their Bibles. 
On the floor lay an old atlas. Sunday after 
Sunday during the winter these four sat to- 
gether on the floor and relived Bible stories as 
the mother read aloud about Bible lands, and 
the children looked up the Bible stories; some- 
times they read the stories aloud, sometimes 
they told what they knew. They looked at the 
pictures in the book, studied the map, and asked 
many questions. The youngest one, stretched 
out on the floor with her chin cupped in her 
hands, listened and looked and saw in her im- 
agination real people moving about in the pic- 
tures of roads and mountains and villages, in 
the names on the map, in the stories in the 
Bible; and the Bible became real to her, and 
she loved the Bible and its stories. 

No other book in the world has such a his- 
tory as the Bible, and children are thrilled with 
the stories of how the Bible came down through 
the centuries to the present time. There are the 
tales of the beginnings of the Bible: the writ- 
ing of the books, the forming of the Old Testa- 

(Continued on page 154.) 
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The Blind Turn Their Handicap into a Blessing 


By S. Ruth Barrett 


O overcome a handicap, great or small, is 

an achievement; but when one turns that 
handicap into a blessing, it ceases to be a handi- 
cap. 

Two years ago a young woman was taken to 
a hospital and operated on for cataract. The 
operation proved unsuccessful, and she lost the 
sight of both eyes. Facing the handicap of in- 
curable blindness, and almost in despair, she 
prayed to God to give her strength and endur- 
ance to bear the yoke which had so suddenly 
been placed upon her. Four months later, she 
entered a State School for the Blind, where she 
remained for five months. During this short 
period she learned to read braille, and became 
efficient in knitting, basketry, typing as well as 
shorthand. Returning home, she began to or- 
ganize her home duties. 
Now, without the aid of 
anyone, she carries on 
all the housework, and 
her home is as clean as 
any home could be. 

Having been excep- 
tionally active in all the 
organizations of the 
church, her immediate 
need was for a braille 
Bible which she could 
read for herself with 
her fingers. Her pas- 
tor appealed to the 
American Bible Society, 
which responded to the 
call, recently completing the delivery of the 
Bible in twenty large volumes. Never have the 
words and teachings of the Master become 
more operative and alive. Mrs. Fowler is pres- 
ident of her Sunday-school class, sings in the 
choir, is a good substitute teacher, and active in 
woman’s auxiliary work. Her sunny and cheer- 
ful personality is an inspiration to those who 
meet her. She has learned the joy of service 
so deep, that self is forgotten. She has indeed 
learned the art of living. 

Expressing gratitude for her precious braille 
volumes of the Scripture, little Myrtle Smith 
(in a bulky four-page braille letter) tells what 
a comfort it is to her to be able to read about 
Jesus, the divine comforter and healer, and 
how, in her simple way, she prays for help and 


She has learned early to read with her fingers 


patience to endure the darkness which came 
upon her without any sign or warning. She 
writes: “One day in July my mother was can- 
ning some good peaches. We had some June 
apples also. My daddy pulled one of those red 
apples and said to me, ‘Sister, what color is this 
apple?’ I could tell daddy what color it was. 
I could see my way all day that day; but the 
next morning when I got up, I was stone blind 
and have been blind since.” And then a little 
further on in the letter, she writes, ‘““We are 
needing rain here. Do you all need rain where 
you live at? Our wells are about dried here, 
and I don’t know what we are going to do to 
have some good water to drink. I guess we 
will have to pray to the Lord to give us a good 
rain. The Lord is able to give us what we 
need. Everybody that sees me believes 
I can see—my eyes are so clear and are 
dark blue. My loving Bible is interest- 
ing to read, and I enjoy reading my Bible 
better than anything I know of.” The 
entrance of His words have given light 
to this little blind child, and through her 
to her sighted playmates. 

A second handicap on the sightless is 
the tremendous cost of embossed books. 
The American Bible 
Society shares largely 
in alleviating this handi- 
cap through the supply 
of its Scriptures, in the 
various systems now in 
use by the blind, at a 
fraction of their cost or as a full donation. 

Schools for the blind, institutions, clubs, and 
libraries serving the blind, as well as the indi- 
vidual, are so aided. 

The Christmas season is a most busy one; 
for there can be no more appropriate and last- 
ing gift than the Book of Books. 

The blind love their Bible, and as their fin- 
gers pass slowly and deliberately over the em- 
bossed page, letter by letter, working out a 
word, then a phrase, there emanates a closer 
fellowship with God, an illumination to the 
mind and an enlightenment to the heart that are 
not always revealed to the sighted reader, who 
naturally reads the ink print with more rapidity 
and little effort. 

A librarian serving the blind writes, “Your 
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gifts of Scripture portions have brought sun- 
shine in a shady place. Sara is not the same 
girl since she began to 
get those books.” 
And who can meas- 
ure the solace and 
comfort of the em- 
bossed Scriptures to 
those who become 
blind in the sunset of 
life? “I thank you for 
the Book of Isaiah 
which I began to read 
at once,” writes one in 
herepciehtiesiey AS 2 
child I was taught to 
read my Bible every 
day. I read it through 
three times. When I 
lost my sight, I missed 
it sadly. Now that I 
can read braille, it is a 
joy to me to refer to 
the different volumes 
I have. I am taking 
good care of them.” 
A dear blind lady 
writes, “For some 
tme have telt | 
would like to send a 
word of appreciation 
for the Moon system 


of reading for the blind. A couple of years 
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ago I lost my eyesight, after a most serious 
head operation. My nerves were in no condition 
to learn braille, but the 
Lord put me in touch 
with a friend, who in- 
troduced me to the 
Moon system, since 
which time the Bible 
has been my constant 
companion. I had 
studied the Bible for 
many years, and 
taught it, but it has 
never been as precious 
to me before. I see 
things in a clearer 
light, and all the 
Bible’s promises seem 
very personal now and 
so true. My dear fa- 
ther, also a lover of 
the Word, now reads 
Moon constantly to 
save his eyesight. He 
is eighty-five today. 
We do praise and 
thank God for this 
wonderful system of 
reading. 

What a joy and priv- 
ilege it is to have a part 
in bringing spiritual 
light to those who sit in physical darkness! 


(Continued from page 152.) 


ment and New Testament canons. There are 
the stories of the making of the beautiful il- 
luminated parchment copies of the Bible, of the 
first printing of it. The translating of the 
Bible into various languages and dialects brings 
forth stories of courage and bravery and danger 
and even death. Then the stories of the dis- 
tributing of Bibles, like A Half Day with the 
Bibleman, in the October copy of the BIBLE 
Society Recorp, show how people want and 
may receive Bibles. As boys and girls learn 
about the history of our Bible, how the Bible 
has come down through the centuries to them, 
they come to feel the greatness and the impor- 
tance of it. : 

Let us return to Jack and his parents. Jack’s 
father and mother want him to love the Bible, 
to read it, and to enjoy it, and, more than that, 


to gain help from it. But Jack is only ten years 
old. He’s a boy, a lively red-blooded boy of the 
twentieth century—and the Bible is an old book, 
written in long ago times. It is a book which 
deals with adults, with persons who have ma- 
ture religious experiences. Yet, because of the 
universal truths, because of the beauty of ex- 
pression, much of the Bible may be enjoyed by 
boys and girls and have value for them. This 
value is enhanced when parents or other adults 
guide the children in the selection of parts to 
read, and when they make the contents of the 
Bible more meaningful through stories about 
the Bible and Bible lands. The preciousness of 
the Bible is gained through the Bible becoming 
meaningful to a person. Thus, as the Bible be- 
comes meaningful to children, they will grow to 
love it and to use it. 
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A Letter from a School-teacher 


By Thomas Lincoln Barnes 


My daughter's last three years of grammar school were spent under a principal who 

believed that the Bible should play a major réle in the training of Young America. 

He used it so effectively, and incarnated it in his own life among his children so 

beautifully, that I asked him to put in writing what he had told me of so often and 
so enthusiastically —Epitor. 


OW do I use the Bible in my school? 

The state law says that the Bible must be 
read each day in every public school. The law 
prescribes that at least five verses from the Old 
Testament shall be read each day without com- 
ment. Of course, we conform to the law. 
That’s the law—a fine salve to some peculiar 
consciences. But, where the law leaves off is 
where I begin. 

I hold that it is a poor education in the use 
of our language that does not give an apprecia- 
tion for those great mouth-filling, soul-stirring 
Elizabethan words and periods. They are the 
burgeoning of a new language and a new Civ- 
ilization set to music. So, I read over and over 
again passages mostly from those grand old 
poems of David. I read them till they become 
a part of my children. I think that every child 
who has passed through this school smiles and 
thinks of me when he hears or sees the nine- 
teenth psalm. And some of them do more than 
smile. Some give thanks. 

I had a letter from a lad of mine who had 
shipped as a sailor. The letter went something 
like this: “They are a pretty hard bunch on 
our ship. When we make a port, the boys 
spend their time ashore in all sorts of vile 
ways. I tried to keep myself clean, but I 
couldn’t see that I was any happier than they 
were. One night in I had shore leave. 
Well, I got into my shoregoing clothes and 
started up the gangplank, intending to mix 
in with the boys and have a grand time. As I 
reached the dock, I heard as plainly as if I 
were back in the school chapel your voice say- 
ing, ‘Let the words of my mouth and the medi- 
tation of my heart be acceptable in thy sight, 
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.’” And 
he went back, hung his hammock, and climbed 
into it. 

Now, we had never commented on that pas- 
sage in the Bible, but my teachers and I had 
consciously tried to read from the Bible with 
all the seriousness of purpose and earnestness 


wh.ch we possessed. The psalms don’t need 
to be interpreted. Sometimes I turn through 
the psalms in our chapel exercises, reading a 
passage here and a passage there. My children 
are as thrilled as I am by “The Lord is my 
shepherd, I shall not want,” “When my father 
and my mother forsake me, then the Lord will 
take me up,” or “The heavens declare the glory 
of God, and the firmament showeth his handi- 
work.” For sheer beauty of expression and 
spiritual uplift they can’t be surpassed. 

Sometimes I tell my children the stories of 
David and Esther and Ruth. The story of 
David is every bit as stirring as that of Robin 
Hood. Esther and Ruth are far lovelier and 
more human than the heroines of Homer and 
Virgil. 

So many of you clergymen and most of us 
lay readers of the Bible seem to think we must 
put on a long face when we read the Bible. 
Why can’t people realize that there is humor 
and romance and almost every form of litera- 
ture bound between the covers of that book? 
If we understood that, I am sure the Book 
would become far more popular. You know 
as well as I that, though most homes contain a 
sible, it usually gathers more dust than finger 
marks. 

My chief aim in the use of the Bible is to 
establish in my children that thing which the 
psychiatrists call a sense of security, without 
which no life can be completely happy. The 
ancient Hebrews had this sense of security to 
an unusual degree, because they taught and be- 
lieved that the Eternal God was their refuge 
and underneath were the everlasting arms. 
Again and again I quote that to unhappy chil- 
dren and,—yes,—unhappy grown-ups. 
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The School Bag Gospel League 


HE American Bible Society has included 

among the recipients of its grants of Tes- 
taments and Gospels from time to time the 
work of the School Bag Gospel League. Since 
1934, 6,000 Testaments and 16,000 Gospels, 
which represented an outlay of a little over 
$1,000 of supplies, have been granted. The 
Secretaries of the American Bible Society 
eratefully acknowledge the several unsolicited 
gifts which have come from the headquarters 
of the League to apply against these grants. 

What is the School Bag Gospel League? It 
is a quiet, pervasive movement under the direc- 
tion of groups of earnest Christian people who 
are conscious of the appalling need of Bible 
reading among school children and are deter- 
mined to do something about it. 

The movement is now in its second decade 
and operates in 34 states and from 190 centers. 
At each center the group of sponsors appoints 
one of its number to serve as secretary of the 
local League. Upon application to the head- 
quarters in New York City, this center is then 
furnished with supplies. 

The method of operation is to provide Gospel 
portions and New Testaments free to school 
children without race or sectarian distinction. 
Under a membership plan it encourages the 
children to carry in their school bags and read 
separately, beginning with the Gospel of John, 
each of the four Gospels, and on completion of 


this reading to award a New Testament as a 
recognition of merit. As the first Gospel is 
finished, the child passes it on to another, thus 
enrolling a new member. 

This method of working provides an incen- 
tive to continuous interest, and achieves par- 
ticipation by each member in advancing the 
work. It also discourages careless use of the 
Scriptures and consequent disregard for the 
Word of God, which promiscuous distribution 
might invite. 

A worthy work indeed! It is estimated by 
the officers of the School Bag Gospel League 
that there are many millions of boys and girls of 
high-school and public-school age in the United 
States who are entirely without the ministries 
of the Scripture. We know that nothing can 
be done for them by the management of our 
public schools. We know that many of them 
come from homes where Christ is not known; 
and we know that millions of them never saw a 
Sunday school. 

When the agents of modern paganism are 
selling their wares at the very gate of the 
schoolyard, we are glad to learn of any group 
who have these future American citizens on 
their hearts, and are active in the pursuit of 
so high a goal as that of adding Gospels and 
Testaments to the books that boys and girls 
are using in their school days. Who can meas- 


ure the blessings that shall follow. 


SAM 


THIS FLOAT TELLS THE STORY OF THE SCHOOL BAG GOSPEL LEAGUE 
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HIS little girl is hoping that Santa Claus 

will not forget her. She lives in the 
mountains of Tennessee where people are very 
poor. Her parents are poorer than ever this 
year, because the most severe drought in fifty- 
five years has destroyed the food and small 
farm crops, and her parents have to use every 
cent they have for actual subsistence; so that 
there is nothing left with which to purchase 
Christmas presents. Some one else will have to 
be Santa Claus for both this little girl and her 
parents. 

The American Bible Society has been among 
those who have helped little girls like this in 
their homes and in their schools. Bibles have 
also been supplied for aged people whose eye- 
sight is failing, and for teachers who both in 
Sunday school and day school have read to 
their pupils about their Saviour. Mountain 
preachers journey through this rugged country 
distributing and expounding the Word of God, 
and it is always heard eagerly. 

Bibles are not only scarce in the “back coun- 
try,’ but they are much prized and when the 
church worker as much as intimates that Bibles 
are available, he is overwhelmed with requests 
for them, some saying that they have no family 
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Bible in which to keep their precious records of 
births, marriages, and deaths, and many others 
pleading for a Bible because they have none of 
any kind. In the Southland now there are 
emerging many school officials and teachers, 
women’s groups and civic clubs, physicians and 
other public-spirited people, who are aware that 
together with the desperate need for food, 
clothing, and shelter, these neighbors of theirs 
must have the Word of God with the character- 
building power and sense of inner security 


which it always brings. 
e e 


Editorial Notes 


HIS is our Christmas number of the 

ReEcorp, We dedicate it to the children 
of the world. We suggest that in those homes 
where there are children, the stories and ar- 
ticles be read aloud, and that it be the beginning 
of a plan for the regular use of the B1BLE So- 
crETY ReEcorp in the family circle. In issues 
hereafter we shall endeavor to present material 
that will interest the children. We also suggest 
that when this copy of the Recorp has served 
the purposes of our subscribers, it be passed on 
te other homes where there are children, into 
orphanages or children’s wards in the hospitals, 
or to any other place where unfortunate or 
underprivileged children are brought together. 

e e 

HE Bible develops and beautifies every 

culture that it touches. No English- 
speaking person who has gone to school a few 
years needs to be told that the Bible holds an 
unchallenged place in the art, music, and litera- 
ture of England and America. The same is 
true to a degree of all Europe. And now to- 
day, after a century or more of Christian 
foreign missions in the Orient, the same influ- 
ence is beginning to be seen. The cover picture 
of this issue of the Recorp bears testimony to 
the influence of the Bible on the oldest continu- 
ous culture in the world. Just as western Gen- 
tiles have thought of Jesus as a fair-skinned 
European, and have pictured him accordingly, 
so the Chinese make him one of their own in 
general appearance. What a sermon this is! 
for he does belong to all the nations, and his 
word, like that of none other that ever lived, 
is being carried to all the nations in their own 
tongue. The day will come when every culture 
will be beautified by the redeeming influence 
of him who was born as a babe in a manger in 
Bethlehem. 
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Crene gets forth that at which — 


AN IMMEDIATE NEED 


$2,000—to supply with New Testaments nearly 
40,000 young men in the camps of the Civilian 
Conservation Corps. Meeting this need would 
mean a great deal toward the spiritual as well 
as the physical rehabilitation of these future 
citizens. 


““T HAVE calls like this in every camp: 

‘Chaplain, please give me a New Testa- 
ment, because I want to read it in my spare 
time.’ This shows that they are thinking about 
God and his Word. I want to say just here 
that they have not always been this way. That 
is the reason, I believe, there is coming a great 
awakening in the minds of these young men to 
the real values in 
life, and that 
they are starting 
with God. This 
is the chaplain’s 
great responsi- 
bility —to get 
these men in 
their young life 
to give God first 
place.” 


So writes a 
chaplain from 


QS Yahi gavage 
@G@. Cy camps im 
Georgia. We 


could practically 
duplicate this 
testimony from 
every state where camps are to be found—from 
Maine to California, from Minnesota to Texas. 

It is a source of satisfaction to know from 
the mass of evidence which has been pouring 
in from these chaplains, that the nearly 140,000 
New Testaments and several thousand Bibles 
already distributed are doing such fine service 
for the Kingdom. 

One of the questions in our minds when the 
Society first undertook these free grants to 
C.C.C. boys was, Will they be used and read? 


WHERE C.C.C. BOYS WORSHIP, GROTTOES, VA. 


The usual policy of the Society for years has 
been to charge for Scriptures, even when the 
people are poor, on the ground that a person is 
more likely to read and carefully cherish a book 
for which he makes some payment, even at a 
sacrifice. 

When we put the question to certain of the 
C.C.C. chaplains, such replies as the following 
were received : 

“The reception of these books by the men in 
our C.C.C. camps has been most gratifying. 
No man has been required or even urged to ac- 
cept the book. Only those really desiring a 
copy and those who will read it are expected 
to accept the gift. The men have accepted 
them eagerly, and I have not had sufficient 
numbers to meet 
the needs and 
requests I have 
received. Let me 
assure you that 
these books have 
been placed per- 


sonally in the 
hands of each 
man_ receiving 
them; that they 


have not been 
thrown away nor 
destroyed. On 
checking up in 
the camps, I find 
that the men are 
making good use 
of them. I will 
be grateful to you for another shipment.” 

There seems to be little doubt that these mor- 
sels of yeast are quietly leavening the loaf—a 
loaf, incidentally, greatly in need of leavening. 
For, if this country is to be spared from the 
isms which are now the scourges of Europe and 
other parts of the world, we must be prepared 
to minister wisely to our youthful floating pop- 
ulation, which is now in such real need of 
encouragement. 


The C.C.C. camps, and the cise discipline 
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which they afford, are doing a splendid service 
in restoring the morale of these young men who 
have been so thwarted at the very threshold of 
life. This is all well and necessary, but we 
would fail in our duty if we did nothing more. 
Surely, our obligation extends also to include a 
feeling of concern for the spiritual well-being 
of these young Americans. 

The answer of the American Bible Society 
to this challenge has been to make free grants 
to all chaplains requesting Testaments from us. 

And in addition to the general feeling of sat- 
isfaction that comes from a knowledge that 
over 35,000 Testaments were handed out to 
eager boys last year, there are occasionally 
deeper glimpses, richer insights, that reach us. 
Note this one: 

“Just the other day a Forest Service foreman 
introduced himself to me and said that he is 
now in training for the ministry. He had been 
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with the C.C.C. for a year or more and had 
benefited thereby; in fact, it was while in the 
camp that he fully determined to become a 
preacher. His New Testament was not only 
a valuable asset to him, but also an excellent 
investment on the part of your Society.” 

And here is another : 

“Last Sunday one lad came to me after the 
service and stated that this was the fourth time 
he had attended a religious service in his life— 
all four since coming to camp. He said when 
he came to camp and heard others talking about 
the Bible, he did not know what it was, as he 
had never seen one. I gave him a copy of the 
New Testament, which he promised to read.” 

If we had no proof before, here is a piling 
up of evidence that the Scriptures transform 
life, create in men fresh courage, put a new 
song in their mouths, and set their feet upon 
the rock of their salvation. 


A Final Echo of the Levant Centennial 


By the Reverend J. Oscar Boyd, D.D., Secretary, Levant Agency 


The centenary of the Levant Agency was celebrated in the No- 
vember “Record.” This interesting report has since been received. 


N the evening of September 2, 1936, a 

large audience gathered in the Protestant 
Church of Gedik Pasha, Istanbul, for the pur- 
pose of commemorating the one hundredth an- 
niversary of the establishment of the oldest 
existing Foreign Agency of the American Bible 
Society. It was the particular good fortune of 
the organizers that they were able to have on 
the program the Reverend Eric M. North, 
D.D., of New York, the Reverend A. H. Wil- 
kinson, secretary of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, of London, and the Reverend 
Toyohiko Kagawa, of Japan. 

The Scriptures were read from the Armenian 
and Turkish translations of a century ago. As 
one listened to the garbled and tortured Turk- 
ish of the 1819 version, the work of an Ar- 
menian in St. Petersburg, one could not but 
feel reverence for the spiritual hunger that 
would drive numbers of common men to glean 
truth from such forbidding pages. 

In a few much-appreciated words, Mr. Wil- 
kinson brought to the Agency the good wishes 
and congratulations of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. He was followed by the Right 


Reverend Humayak Bahtiyarian, who was 
present on behalf of the Armenian Patriarch 
of Constantinople. Bishop Humayak spoke 
eloquently of the influence on his life of Bible- 
loving men, and said that anything he may have 
achieved in life was due to the example and 
teaching of the late Dr. Robert Chambers. 

Then it was the turn of Dr. Kagawa to tell 
of five ways in which the teaching of the New 
Testament was helping to bring better days to 
Japan. Many of the audience had never before 
heard, or perhaps even seen, a Japanese, and 
they listened with close attention while this 
world-famous Christian told them that the 
needs of the East, Near or Far, are one with 
the needs of mankind, and that only by a wise 
application of the teachings of Jesus are these 
needs to be met. 

Pastor Selbi Aghassian gave at some length 
the story of the founding and growth of the 
Levant Agency from before the days of its 
first agent, the Reverend Samuel Calhoun, 
down through the administrations of Isaac 
Bliss and Marcellus Bowen to the present day. 
He told, in particular, of Elias Riggs, master 
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of twelve languages and conversant with nearly 
eight more, who had either the chief or a sec- 
ondary responsibility in the preparation of 
no less than four versions of the Scriptures 
—Modern Greek, Modern Armenian, Bulga- 
rian, and Osmanli Turkish. Perhaps, in those 
days world records were not as common as 
they are now, but, surely, to few others in the 
history of the world has come the honor of as- 
sisting with four accepted versions of the Holy 
Scriptures. Pastor Selbi also told again the 
story of that cheery and sensible man of God, 
William Goodell, who translated the Bible into 
Armeno-Turkish, and then for twenty years 
continued to revise and improve his translation, 
so that to this day there are readers who prefer 
his version above all that have appeared since. 

The evening closed with a brief but gripping 
address by Dr. North on the place of the Bible 
in the life of today. 


Superlatives 
Secular Editors Contemplate and Speak 


OW many of our readers have ever no- 

ticed that the BrsLe Society REcorD is 
running in Volume 81? This means that the 
periodical has been published without interrup- 
tion since 1846 and is the oldest so-called 
“house organ” in the United States. In the 
October number of Postage and the Mail-bag, 
a periodical devoted to direct mail advertising, 
the editor mentioned this preeminence with 
congratulations. How fitting it is that the mag- 
azine devoted to the spread of God’s Word 
should stand first in the list of promotional 
periodicals. What is more worth promoting 
than the Word of God? 


* OK OK 


A New York journalist, commenting upon 
the Bible Society’s removal to its new Bible 
House, referred to the American Bible Society 
as “‘the nation’s foremost reprint house.” How 
true that is! We print nothing new. ‘Novel’ 
means new. We print the old Book over and 
over again into the millions upon millions of 
copies. In China, in South America, in the 
Near East, in the C. C. C. camps, in the prisons, 
in the hospitals, people are hungry for this 
book. Only the lack of funds keeps us from 
distributing twice as many Bibles, Testaments, 
and portions as we are now able to circulate. 
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We are indeed the nation’s foremost reprint 
house, and the indications are that we and our 
successors will hold this honor to the end of 


time. 
* OK Ox 


Under the title “World’s Best Book” the 
editor of the “Philadelphia Bulletin” recently 
had this to say: 


ey HE American Bible Society, whose field 

is the entire world, continues after 
nearly a century and a quarter of activity to 
find that there is still a vast demand for the 
Scriptures; that the Bible runs no risk of 
losing its preeminence as a best seller. Last 
year the Society distributed 7,223,550 Bibles, 
Testaments, and other portions of the Scrip- 
tures throughout the world. The total dis- 
tributed in one hundred and twenty years is in 
excess of 250,000,000. 

“This figure is impressive in itself, and more 
so in what it means of influence on the lives 
and habits of the millions who have come to 
know the Scriptures through the activities of 
this society. The world is vastly changed from 
what it was when the Society was formed. In- 
dustry and the means of communication have 
been revolutionized. But the need which the 
Society was organized to meet still exists. The 
heart and the soul hunger of man have not 
changed as has his material environment. 

“Only recently the English-speaking world 
celebrated the four hundredth anniversary of 
the Coverdale translation of the entire Scrip- 
tures into English. There was universal recog- 
nition of what it had meant to the English 
tongue and the culture of the English-speaking 
peoples. But English is only one of the 972 
languages and dialects in which the Bible so- 
cieties circulate the Scriptures. 

“Their line is gone out through all the earth; 
and their words, to the end of the world.” 


“ONE of the nicest things that has happened 
to me,” writes a young New York executive 
who, as one of the hundreds of visitors to the 
Bible House during Dedication week, learned 
of the distribution of Scriptures to the blind, 
chose it as his subject in a two-minute talk be- 
fore his public-speaking class, which resulted. 
in a contribution of $10.00 from the class for 
the supply of Scripture volumes at Christmas 
to those who read with their fingers. 
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New York, DEcEMBER 1936 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
INSTITUTED 1816 


Bible House, Park Ave. and 57th St., New York 


NOVEMBER MEETING OF THE BOARD 


HE seventh stated meeting of the Board 
of Managers of the American Bible So- 
ciety in its one hundred and twenty-first year 
was held on Thursday, November 5, 1936, fol- 
lowing a dinner at 6 o’clock, at the Parkside 
Hotel, 18 Gramercy Park, New York City. 
Mr. Frank H. Mann was in the chair. 
Devotional exercises were conducted by Mr. 
Ellwood M. Rabenold. 
The minutes of the sixth stated meeting of 
the Board were approved. 
Bishop Herbert Welch, being present for the 
first time, was introduced to the Board. 
The following memorial minute on the Rev. 
Ezra Squier Tipple, D.D., was adopted: 


Ezra Squier Tipple, D.D. 


In the death of the Reverend Ezra Squier Tipple, 
D.D., LL.D., L.H.D., which took place in this city on 
October 17, 1936, this Board has lost one of its most 
distinguished and useful members. Since his election 
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in 1918 his interest in the activities of the American 
Bible Society has found constant expression in the 
work of the Committee on Versions. His fine scholar- 
ship, his keen appreciation of literary values, his 
wealth of administrative experience, and his wide 
knowledge of the religious world, combined to qualify 
him for exceptional service to the Society. His life- 
long intimate friendship with the late Secretary Dr. 
William I. Haven was a fruitful relation, which can- 
not be passed over lightly in any appraisal of his serv- 
ices. Dr. Tipple was a gentleman of rare culture and 
attainments, whose kindness of heart and graciousness 
of manner won the esteem and affection of all his col- 
leagues. 

We, his associates on the Board, adopt this memorial 
minute and direct that it shall be inscribed in the 
permanent record of the Society, and that a copy be 
transmitted to Mrs. Tipple with the assurance of our 
sincere sympathy. 


Mr. Duncan Dunbar, of White Plains, New 
York, was elected a Manager. 

The minutes of the standing committees were 
approved and their recommendations adopted. 

The Rev. William Henry Fonger, Acting 
Secretary of the Philippines Agency, was intro- 
duced to the Board and spoke briefly of the im- 
portant service the Society was rendering in his 
field, and of the great need for additional col- 
porteurs and less expensive Scriptures. 

General Secretary North gave a very inter- 
esting report of his trip to the Near East and 
presented proposals for furtherance of the 
work of the Kingdom in these Agencies. 

The meeting was adjourned. 
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A. B. S.: Rev. Francis Carr Stifler, 
88; home secretaries’ conference, 95; 
Rev. I. S. McElroy, Jr., 96; north- 
ward again to a new Bible House, 
September cover; the door of a hun- 
dred million Bibles, 103; the new 
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“Tilustrated News,’ January 8, 1853, 
showing the then new Bible House, 
108; Charles W. Fowle, 129. 

Advisory Council of the A. B. S., 6. 

Bible: New Ponape Bible becoming a 
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reads the sacred page,” 56; “the Bi- 
ble . . . changes a house into a home, 
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Testaments, 60; “I was in prison, and 
ye came unto me,’’ May cover; a Bible 
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and an Egyptian grocer,” 69; ‘“Knceck, 
and it shall be opened,’”’ 73; a Ponape 
girls’ Bible class, 74; C.C.C. boys 
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the floods came, and beat against that 
house, and it fell not,” July cover; 
Bibles in the mud, 92; an illiterate 
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over . . and help us,’’ October 
cover. 


La Plata Agency: Ernest M. Bauman, 
28; a colporteur in Patagonia, Ar- 
gentina, 128. 
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135; the Bible House at Istanbul, 
137; an Istanbul errand boy, 138; 
Elias Riggs, 140; Eli Smith, 141; 


Cornelius V. A. Van Dyck, 141; Dr. 
F. W. MacCallum, 144; Dr. Henry 
O. Dwight, 144; Dr. Arthur Clayton 
rhe 144; Secretary Eric M. North, 


Mexico Agency: “And some, evan- 


gelists; and some, teachers,’’ 53. 

Pacific District: Carrying the Word by 
dogsled in Alaska, 77; church officers 
of San Quentin prison federated Prot- 
estant church, 111. 

Philippines Agency: At a Philippine 
doorway, February cover; a Bible in- 
stitute in northern Luzon, 21; trans- 
lating the Samareno Scriptures, 75: 
while family gathers about the loom, 
the Bibleman reads, 93; demonstrat- 
ing the tambara, 94. 

School Bag Gospel League float, 156. 

South Atlantic District: Secretary Por- 
ter, 54; an improvised open-air taber- 
nacle, 122; where C.C.C. boys wor- 
ship, Grottoes, Va., 158. 

Southern District: Rev. J. R. Telaifero, 
92; Mount Sinai Baptist Church, Cor- 
dele, Ga., 92; farm school at Rabun 
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Southwestern District: Rev. J. J. Mor- 
gar, 96; Dallas Bible exhibit, 126. 
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THE MACEDONIAN CALL 


| ACTS 16:9 
IAND A VISION APPEARED To 
IPAOL IN THE NIGHT .. THERE 
ISTOObD A MAN OF MACEDONIA 
IAND PRAYED HIM. .. SAYING 
ICOME OVER INTO MACEDONIA 
IAND HELP OSs. 


THE RESPONSE 
ACTS IG:10 


AND AFTER HE HAD SEEN THE VISION 
IMMEDIATELY WE ENDEAVORED 
TO GO INTO MACEDONIA ASSUREDLY 
GATHERING THAT THE LORD HAD 
CALLED US FOR TO PREACH THE 
GOSPEL ONTO THEM. 


“The circulation of the Scriptures in Brazil 
would be trebled if we were in a position to 
fill all calls.” —Agency Secretary Turner 


", « for we get calls from all over the country. 
It is very discouraging at times not to be able 
to grant these requests. | do hope that some- 


time soon...” 
—Agency Secretary Penzotti 


\HAT IS YOUR RESPONSE? 


American Bible Society 
Bible House, New York,N.Y. 


Conscious of the great opportunity and need confronting the American Bible Society, 
and eager to respond to this modern Macedonian call, | gladly send herewith the amount 


F checked. 


$500) aes 20 ees 100 Ml S750) $509 $25.) SIO $50) 31-0 


* 
> 


HE problem of where to 

place their money has been 
solved for many people by the 
American Bible Society. The 
Society’s annuity plan provides what 
most people want .. . safety, a generous 
return, regularity of income. 


Let us tell you of this plan which has 
worked for nearly ninety years without 
a single loss to any annuity holder, and 
with every payment sent promptly 


Bible House, New York 


Name 


Address 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklet 62B entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 


Denomination. 


“I'm going to tell my friends about the 


Bible Society’s annuity plan.” 


when due. And inaddition to producing 
peace of mind, there is the personal 
satisfaction of helping in the important 
work of distributing the Bible ae 
out the world. 


Our booklet “A Gift That Lives” de- 
scribes the plan fully. Send for it now. 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


